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Plagiarism: case studies, roots, detection 

and prevention



Organisations concerned with 

plagiarism



Definitions of plagiarism

To copy another person's words or work 
and pretend that they are your own (The 

Oxford advanced learner's dictionary, 6th edition, 2000)

To use another person's ideas or expressions 
in your writing without acknowledging the 
source (MLA handbook for writers of research papers, 

1995)

A form of piracy that involves the use of text 
or other items (figures, images, tables) 
without permission or acknowledgment of 
the source of these materials (CSE) 



• “...in addition to text and data, plagiarism 

also includes the misappropriation of a wide 

range of others’ intellectual property, 

including ideas, images, and methodologies.”



Prevalence of plagiarism

• There are no exact data due to the lack of 

universal definition



Prevalence of plagiarism in USA

• 208 cases of misconduct were investigated by ORI in 

1992-2011

3% in USA







“We did a … search of the plagiarized 

sentences in 80 papers submitted to [Urology] 

j… 55% of the manuscripts had at least one 

plagiarized sentence”

Farrokhi F. Plagiarism: Where Unawareness Makes a Lame Excuse. Arch Iranian 

Med 2009; 12 (2): 176 – 178



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/18962349



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/18962349



Explanations of instances of plagiarism

Harvey Marcovitch, former chair of 
COPE

Cross M. Policing plagiarism. BMJ 
2007;335:963 doi: 
10.1136/bmj.39388.668773.47

‘My English is 

very poor, so I 

thought it was 

better to use the 

words of someone 

senior to me’

‘Academic 

laziness’

Kleinert S. Checking for plagiarism, 
duplicate publication, and text 
recycling. Lancet. 2011;377:281–2. 
doi: 10.1016/S0140-
6736(11)60075-5. 



Intentional intellectual theft

Steeling unpublished ideas, methodology or 

text from manuscripts or grant proposals 

under review by reviewers

Steeling images or tables from open-access 

sources (including those for lectures from the 

Internet)

Appropriation of others’ research ideas and 

suggestions expressed at informal discussions 

in a department without an acknowledgement



Unintentional misconduct in writing

Inappropriate summarizing (without reading 

full text of a primary source)

Inappropriate paraphrasing (changing a few 

words in an original text)

Inappropriate or lack of citations and 

quotations



Proper citation and quotation

When passages from published texts are 

copied word for word, these should be enclosed 

in quotations marks and linked to a reference.

Refer to the commonly used citations and 

references guides (e.g. APA citation guide 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed. 

Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, 2010.

http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/tutorials/citing/apa-a4.pdf



Self-plagiarism

• Recycling one’s own published text, 

research data, figures and tables (even if 

proper citations are provided)

• Duplicate publications as a result of 

submitting the same manuscript to several 

journals (exclusion – publication of an 

article based on a conference abstract or 

presentation; notes should indicate such an 

instance)

• ‘Salami’ or ‘augmented’ publications



Limits of self-plagiarism

• ?

• <10% of verbatim text recycling 

(particularly in Methods section) is 

acceptable by most experts

• Up to 15-20% - by a few experts

• >30% - unacceptable

Kravitz RL, Feldman MD. From the Editors' Desk: Self-Plagiarism and Other 

Editorial Crimes and Misdemeanors. J Gen Intern Med 2011;26(1):1. 



Farrokhi F. Plagiarism: Where Unawareness Makes a Lame Excuse. Arch Iran 

Med 2009; 12 (2): 176 – 178



Reasons for plagiarism

• Deliberate - when the writer 
makes the decision to steal 
someone else's work because of 
the lack of time or poor writing 
skills. It is when the writer is

- copying from a book, a journal, or 
a website,

- asking another person to do the 
work for you,

- downloading the complete text 
from the Internet



Reasons for plagiarism (2)

• Accidental plagiarism -
accidentally, through carelessness, or 
lack of skill copying words without 
acknowledging it

• It is when the writer

- does not know that direct copying is 
incorrect,

- does not have skills for expressing 
others’ ideas in own words

- forgets or does not have time to 
acknowledge another person's words 
or ideas



Types of plagiarism

 Outright copying - using exactly the same 
words from the original source without putting 
quotation marks or acknowledging the source

 Paraphrase plagiarism - changing some of the 
words but leaving most of the original text the 
same 

 Patchwork plagiarism - original author's words 
are used and connected together in a slightly 
different way

 Stealing an apt term – using a short phrase 
from the original source, because it looks good



Plagiarism detection

Google search

Checking by colleagues/co-

authors, “Whistleblowing” by 

readers

Plagiarism detecting 

softwares
FREE: Chimsky, CopyTracker, 

eTBLAST, plagiarism-detect.com, 

Plagiarismchecker, SeeSources

COMMERCIAL: iThenticate, 

Copyscape, Plagium, Turnitin 

Time-consuming, 

useful for small 

text articles; not 

suitable for 

extensive reviews

Detection subject 

to the availability 

of sources 

tracked by 

software 



• A fee-based membership for 
publishers

• CrossRef provides links to 
primary research, assigns DOIs 
to articles, books, theses, conf. 
proceedings, and makes 
referencing more systematic

• Members have access to 
CrossCheck to detect plagiarism 
(more than 54000 members; the 
largest database)

www.crossref.org/08downloads/2011/2011_PILA_Membership_Agreement.pdf

www.crossref.org/08downloads/2011/2011_Membership_Application.pdf



An ounce of 

prevention is 

worth a pound of 

cure



Simple rules to avoid plagiarism

“Plagiarism is easy ... to avoid by simply 

not copying any printed sources and by 

writing original text in one’s own 

words, and, if paraphrasing, citing the 

source”



Simple rules to avoid plagiarism

1. Don’t copy verbatim words from papers or 

books (even from your own).

2. Write in your own words and style, minimize 

paraphrasing.

3. When in doubt, cite. But avoid excessive 

citations, as it may indicate the use of others’ 

ideas and words. 

4. Don’t recycle graphics without citing.

5. Ask permission to use graphics
Ober H, Simon SI, Elson D.

Five Simple Rules to Avoid Plagiarism. Ann Biomed Eng 2012



How to avoid plagiarism(1)

• “ALWAYS acknowledge contributions of 
others and the source of his/her ideas

• Any verbatim text taken from another author 
must be enclosed in quotation marks

• We must always acknowledge every source 
that we use in our writing; whether we 
paraphrase it, summarize it, or enclose it 
quotations

• When paraphrasing we must reproduce the 
exact meaning of the other author’s ideas or 
facts using our words and sentence structure



How to avoid plagiarism (2)

• When in doubt whether a concept or fact is 
common knowledge, provide a citation

• Authors who submit a manuscript containing 
data already disseminated as an article in 
another journal, presented at a conference, 
posted on the internet must clearly indicate 
to the editors the nature of the previous 
dissemination

• If the results of a single complex study are 
best presented as a ‘cohesive’ single whole, 
they should not be partitioned into individual 
papers (‘salami’ publications)



How to avoid plagiarism (3)

• Authors are strongly encouraged to become familiar with 
basic elements of copyright law

• Authors should always ensure that each reference notation 
appearing in the body of the manuscript corresponds to the 
correct citation listed in the reference section

• Ensure that all elements of a citation (authors’ names, 
volume number, pagination) are derived from the original 
paper, rather than from a citation that appears on a 
secondary source

• Do not rely on a secondary source (textbook) to describe 
the contents of a primary source”


